) ar ! . % N
Braintree Bowmen

TORTY YEARS ON

A History of Braintree Bowmen

Edited By
Johin Clarke and Denis Iungley



10.

11.

CONTENTS

A Brief History of Archery

1953 - 1993 Forty Years on

Forty Years of Braintree Bowmen
Reminiscences of an Old Hand

Brian and Enid Hull

Reflections of a [Relatively] New Hand
Archery - A Woman's View

Graham and April Chapman

Braintree Cuttings

County Team Members

List of Members




I A Brief History of Archery |

Some historians have called the development of the bow and arrow the 'Third
Invention' and ranked it with the knowledge of how to control fire and the evolution of
languages as one of the three most important steps the human race has taken in its
path forward. It was, like the other two, not a development that can be traced to one
person, nationality or area of the world.

The ability to store energy and propel an arrow with more power and range than
anything could be thrown gave mankind the means of killing animals and enemies
that were previously out of reach. They could feed and clothe themselves better and
shape empires based on its military use. Bows and arrows appeared in cave
paintings and in the art and artefacts of every great civilisation. They are depicted
mainly in hunting and warlike roles but some of them show their use for leisure
purposes.

The bow is a simple mechanism consisting of a length of pliable material, flexed by
the attachment of a 'string' connected at each end. The material that the bow has
been made of and its size and design have been governed by the plants and
animals that existed in the area that it was made and the purpose for which it was
used. Bows used by the Eskimos for hunting were made of the skin and bone of the
seals that they were used to hunt. The English longbow was made of wood, usually
yew. Bows used to hunt small animals or which use arrows dipped in poison and
therefore do not rely on penetration power are smaller than others.

Bows have been used for both military and hunting purposes on horseback, from
chariots and on foot. When the bow was used from horseback or chariot, its design
reflected the way it was used. These bows were either short in length or, as in
Japan, by the lower limb being shorter than the upper. In most parts of the world the
design of the bow was such that, when unstrung, the bow itself was straight. The
Middle East was an area where the heavily recurved bow was developed to a high
state of efficiency. When these bows are unstrung the ends of the limbs point away
from the archer - in some cases the recurve is so acute that the ends of the limbs
almost touch. These bows, relatively short in length, rely on the recurve rather than
length for their power. This style of bow is now almost standard for target archery,
albeit in a longer form than the Middle Eastern bow. The bow was used as a
significant military weapon by all of the empires of the ancient world from the
Romans to the Chinese.

The bow achieved its premier place as a military weapon with the development of
the English longbow. It is generally accepted that the longbow had its origin in Wales
and contemporary medieval paintings show it to be a basic and crudely finished
weapon, unlike today's highly polished and beautifully finished examples.
Unfortunately few longbows have survived as they were inexpensive weapons and
unlike swords and armour were not considered worth preserving. Medieval
longbowmen developed his skills from an early age. This made him the efficient
fighting man that he was but ironically also led to his demise as a military force. The
longbow had as good a range, higher rate of fire and was more accurate than the
muskets used at Waterloo. However a rifleman took a few months to train against



the years it took to develop an archer. The Hundred Years War with France in the
14th and 15th Centuries saw the three battles that will always be associated with the
longbow: Crecy, Poitiers and Agincourt. In each the longbowmen, highly paid
soldiers for their time, were instrumental in defeating larger forces of the cream of
French knighthood. The French charges were broken up by hails of arrows and one

Owen's collection of bows. From the top they are Apollo Martin, Kestrel, Seefab, Border
Concorde take-down, Marksman Stag, Bear Polar and Tigercat. Just visible below is
the arrow brought back from Borneo by an American missionary.

can only imagine the scene. Row after row of horses and riders being brought
crashing down and ridden into by those behind. and the French unable to get near to
the bowmen who were causing their rout. The only wonder is that after Crecy they
allowed it to happen twice more. Do you know what happened in the village of
L'Epinette in France on the 27th May 19407 Captain Jack Churchill of the
Manchester Regiment, a member of the British Archery team at the 1939 World
Championships, killed a German soldier with a longbow, the feat being witnessed by
two riflemen who were with him.

A number of English names owe their origins to archery and the manufacture of
equipment. Fletcher, Bowman, Bowyer, Arrowsmith, Stringfellow among others.
Some of the sayings and words we still use have the same roots. We talk of
someone having 'another string to their bow' or of someone being 'fast and loose'
when they are rash or careless. We still use the word 'fast’; to stop shooting so
someone who loosed an arrow after fast was called could certainly be called
careless. We use the term 'point blank' to describe a very short range but it was
derived from the French 'point blanc' or white mark which was placed under an
archery target. Point blank range was the range at which the head of the arrow
covered the white mark and the arrow hit the target.




After the longbow ceased to be a military weapon in Europe its use continued in
other parts of the world for hunting and fighting. Its use in Europe was generally of a
sporting nature. Target archery as we know it today achieved popularity in Regency
times. At that time some of the older clubs that still exist today were formed. Archery
at that time was definitely a pastime of the rich. It was only in the Victorian era that
the sport developed generally. At that time it was considered a suitable ladies
pastime and one for those of a sickly condition. Archery became an Olympic sport in
1900 in Paris at which 68 men and no women competed. [t ceased to be an Olympic
Sport in 1920 and was only included again in 1972. In 1992, 66 men and 67 women
competed. It is doubtful whether anyone will equal the 6 gold and 3 silver medals
won by the Belgian, Hubert von Innes between 1900 and 1920.

The sport of archery has developed into a number of different types of shooting. The
most popular is target archery but there is also field archery, clout shooting [where
arrows are shot at a flag placed at a long distance] and flight shooting [where the
objective is to shoot the arrow the greatest distance]. In Europe a popular form of
archery is the Popinjay where arrows are shot vertically to knock 'birds' off their
perches at the top of a pole.

Until the Second World War bows used for target archery were wooden, but in the
early 1950's tubular steel bows became popular. Since that time bows have evolved
into the present take down, metal riser, laminated limbs form. The use of carbon
fibre in the manufacture of limbs, risers and more importantly arrows has become
more and more common. The invention of the compound bow is credited to H.
Wilbur Alien of Missouri in the mid 1960s. The compound bow, in which the effort of
pulling the bow back decreases as it is drawn, is probably one of the most significant
advances in archery for thousands of years. In the period that they have been
around they have steadily gained in popularity for hunting and target shooting.

So be aware, as you stand on the shooting line and draw your bow, that your
heritage goes back thousands of years. Know that you have something in common
with the Cheyenne Indian, Genghis Khan's hordes and the English longbowman but
nothing in common with the Australian Aborigine, who, poor fellow, never developed
the bow and arrow.



















































































































































